
WELCOME
Dear Parent Champions

Welcome to this Autumn edition of the 
parent’s newsletter. What a lot of changes 
we have had recently for our children with 
dyslexia, SpLD and literacy difficulties in 
schools. 

We have tried to keep you updated with 
helpful links and resources to keep you up to 
speed with what this all means. I have had 
the pleasure recently of attending 2 parents 
focus groups; your feedback and comments 
are always valuable and help us improve 
and shape our resource site. 

I am always encouraged by your resilience 
and enthusiasm at dealing  with what 
potentially can be challenging times. 

Remember, these resources can be taken 
in to your schools to help them navigate the 
new system.

Mel Byrne
Director, 

The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust
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Get
involved

How you can help
The Dyslexia SpLD Trust, through 
its partners, continues to be at the 
forefront when it comes to providing 
information and guidance to parents 
on all matters affecting children with 
Dyslexia and SpLD. Resources, 
guidance and information is 
published on the Trust website 
which is regularly updated. Click 
here to go to the Trust website.

There has been much focus recently 
around the SEND reforms and 
how this affects children at school. 
Dyslexia Action has released some 
guidance on understanding the 
legislation and how it will affect the 
provision children get. This guidance 
can be found on the Trust website or 
by clicking here. 

As well as providing information to 
parents The Trust has published 
a document which provides 
guidance to teachers and schools 
on the SEND reforms as well as 
professional development and how 
dyslexia may be identified and 
supported in the classroom.  It is a 
great resource to share with your 
child’s school and teachers. It can 
be found here.  

Please do continue to keep us 
informed of any events that are 
happening in your area via email at 
social@parentchampions.org.uk. We 
are always keen to hear from parents 
and to get a real understanding of 
what our active parent champions 
are up to.
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A new, free online guide will help parents and 
carers, who support children with literacy 
difficulties including dyslexia, navigate the 
changes in Special Educational Needs. 

The online document, which has already 
been welcomed as ‘gold-dust’, has been 
launched by Dyslexia Action to help explain 
the new SEND system brought in last month 
(September).

The ‘How to…Navigate the changes in Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 
provision’ guide, highlights the new legal 
requirements that schools and colleges now 
have a duty to follow in England, under the 
‘Special educational needs and disability 
code of practice: 0 to 25 years’ (July 2014) 
and what this means for children with special 
educational needs. It relates to the Children 
and Families Act which was passed through 
parliament in March 2014.

Included is information on: 

• What is changing in relation to Special 
Educational Needs and Disability 

• Education, Health and Care Plans

• How a Local Offer should help

• What should happen if a child is assessed 
as being disabled by their dyslexia

• Who will receive a Personal Special 
Educational Needs Budget

• If dyslexia is identified what approach 
should be taken by the teacher

• What parents can do if they are not happy 
with the support their child receives

• Useful contact details for other 
organisations that can offer helpful advice 
and/or support.

New guide for 
parents launched 
to help them 
understand the 
changes to SEN 
provision

Supporting 
you…
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The guide is already being welcomed by 
parents including BAFTA member David Neal, 
from Bristol, whose 13-year-old daughter 
Grace was eventually diagnosed with dyslexia 
by Dyslexia Action, after a long and emotional 
battle with the education system to get her 
dyslexia recognised. David said: “The new 
government legislation has so many changes 
that it will be easy for a child at school with 
dyslexia to slip through the net. The guide 
produced by Dyslexia Action is like gold dust 
to any parent wondering how they can ensure 
that the local authority and the school are 
providing the appropriate provision for their 
child. I cannot recommend this guide highly 
enough. I will be keeping a copy to hand and 
discussing it with my child’s Special Education 
Needs Coordinator at every opportunity.”

A parent from Wilmslow whose son is starting 
secondary school in September wished she 
had a copy of Dyslexia Action’s new support 
guide earlier. She said: “I found the leaflet very 

informative. I wished I had information like this 
a few years ago as it would have been very 
helpful when getting support for my son.  

The last few pages with links to further 
information and guidance would have been 
very useful.” 

Dyslexia Action Chief Executive Kevin Geeson 
said: “We are delighted to have produced 
this invaluable and easy-to-read document 
if it helps to allay parents’ fears concerning 
the expected changes in special educational 
needs and reassures them about what 
the changes will mean for their children in 
schools.”

To access Dyslexia Action’s ‘How to…
Navigate the changes in Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND) provision’ Guide 
click here.
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Supporting 
you…

http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/files/dyslexiaaction/guide_to_help_parents_and_carers_navigate_the_changes_in_special_educational_needs_and_disability_provision.pdf


Community
Support

On Friday 18th July at 2.30pm, Ava Munro, 
a talented Year 6 pupil at St Nicolas’ School, 
Downderry, launched her poetry book at a 
special book launch event .

As part of the Cornwall Dyslexia Service 
Book Writing Project, Ava is the 6th pupil to 
become a published author, following in the 
footsteps of five other young writers, who 
have all experienced some literacy or dyslexic 
difficulties and who have had the opportunity 
to write their own books in this way.

For Ava this book has enabled her to share 
her love of words “ It was so much fun writing 
this book because there were no boundaries. 
I enjoyed working with my class and being 
able to choose what went in the book. I chose 
poetry and creative writing because I LOVE 
words. I love writing poetry because I don’t 
have to think about the rules because there 
are no rules. Before knowing I was dyslexic I 
had a hard time doing literacy and did not feel 
equal. I don’t feel like that anymore.”
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How local Community 
Support can Work 

PRESS RELEASE FOR CORNWALL DYSLEXIA SERVICE: BOOK WRITING PROJECT BOOK 
NUMBER SIX PUBLISHED BY YOUNG CORNISH AUTHORMUG 



Community
Support
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How local Community 
Support can Work 

She has worked incredibly hard on this project, 
both with the poetry and also with the ideas 
and designs to accompany her written work. 
In fact, the whole class has become involved 
in this book project, contributing to one of the 
pieces of work, where they chose their best 
bits from their own writing which was then 
woven into a story by Ava, the whole class 
then created a patchwork of art to accompany 
the story-it’s all in the book!

Cath Hayes, Ava’s class teacher explained 
how this project has had an impact on Ava’s 
learning. “The book project has done wonders 
for her in many ways - she has become more 
confident in her abilities as an author which is 
great but also she has had to organise herself 
by gathering the poems, take responsibility for 
getting the photos together, delegate jobs to 
her classmates and lead them in the project. 
We have seen their respect and admiration for 
Ava increase too which has been fantastic for 
helping her feel like a leader not just part of the 
crowd.”

This book is a little different from the other 
books in the series, as Ava is the first girl to be 
involved and the book ‘A mug of imagination’ 
is a collection of poetry and other fictional 
writing demonstrating her love of words. 

Ava’s mum explained “Writing this book has 
been a fantastic experience for Ava and her 
school. Ava has crawled out of her small tight 
chrysalis and spread her wings. It is a delight 
to see and I cannot thank the School and the 
Cornwall Dyslexia Service enough for this 
opportunity…Ava has had a lot of fun writing 
this book of poetry. She has loved sharing the 
journey with her teachers, her classmates and 
the school. Most importantly Ava has enjoyed 
being able to share her love of poetry and 
words with all of you” 

Jane Trapmore, Dyslexia Adviser for Cornwall 
reflected “ Every  pupil involved in writing 
their own book have brought many rewards, 
in particular watching a young person grow in 
confidence and stature as a learner, and this 
project has been no exception. It has been a 
pleasure to work with Ava and her teachers at 
school.”

500 books have been printed and can be 
purchased from secretary@st-nicolas.cornwall.
sch.uk or dyslexia@cornwall.gov.uk   

mailto:secretary%40st-nicolas.cornwall.sch.uk?subject=
mailto:secretary%40st-nicolas.cornwall.sch.uk?subject=


Resources
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We have at the Trust 
developed a set of guidance 
and information articles 
written for parents and carers 
of children with literacy 
difficulties/dyslexia outlining 
what may happen at school 
and how you can get the right 
support and help. The titles 
are listed below and the link 
can be found here

• Interventions for Literacy

• Levels of Intervention

• The 3 Waves of Provision

• Expectations

• Children with Persistent 
Literacy Difficulties

• Use of the Term ‘Dyslexia’

• Roles of the Specialist 
Teacher

• Frequently Asked 
Questions

Ask an Expert

http://www.interventionsforliteracy.org.uk/parents/


Resources
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Springboard’s Ready for Reading and Writing 
pack is a resource that enables parents to 
support their child at home with phonics and 
early literacy skills.  

Ready for Reading   
and writing packs

We know that parents want 
to help their child on their 
first steps in learning to 
read.  The pack contains 
fun activities to develop 
blending and segmenting 
skills and our Sounds Book 
lists all the phonemes that 
children must learn.  We 
include a booklet full of 
engaging and interactive 
ideas for developing reading 
and writing skills at home.  

Guidance notes for parents 
to deliver phonics-based 
activities are also included 
along with a whiteboard, pen 
and reward stickers. Packs 
are available to order from 
www.springboard.org.uk 

www.springboard.org.uk 


Resources
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The Trust is currently working on developing a map of 
provision for parents, this will show where support can 
be found on a map so that a parent can enter in their 
postcode and view nearby resources. This new feature 
will be available in October, so look out for it on our 
website and please let us know what you think. 

Parent champions are included on this map 
and permission forms have been sent out. 
If you have not received one and would like 
to be a part of this project, please contact    
kate@thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk 

Parents can show as much contact 
information as they would like on this map, 
if for example you want to keep your email 
address private and just show yourself on 
a map as a Parent Champion with no name 
details this is fine, the way that the map 
will work is that when someone wants to 
contact you the system will send you an email 
containing their contact details. If you are 
happy for your name and email address to go 
onto the map then this is fine too. To the right 
is a screenshot showing how the map will 
look.

webmap

Provision for parents webmap 

mailto:kate%40thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk%20?subject=


Resources
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The Department for Education 
have produced guidance on 
the SEND reforms which is 
specifically aimed at parents 
and carers of children and young 
people. The guide describes how 
the new system should work and 
what parents and carers can 
should expect from their child’s 
school, local authority and other 
services. There is also assistance 
on what a parent can do to 
challenge decisions made by 
organisations providing a child’s 
support if they feel that they 
need to be challenged. A link to 
this paper can be found here. 

Independent Support
Independent Support is a 2 year Government 
funded programme which offers additional 
support to parents carers and young people 
during the implementation of the SEND 
reforms.

The Council for Disabled children has 
published a briefing presentation which 
discusses independent support and details 
the plans for the next 2 years.   
This presentation can be found here.

SEND Reforms

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/media/532081/IS-key-messages.pdf


Good to talk
If you want to talk to an 
expert, you can: 
•  Call the British Dyslexia Association 

Helpline on 0333 405 456.

• Arrange a consultation at one of the 
Dyslexia Action centres or at Helen 
Arkell Dyslexia Centre. 

•  Full contact details are available at 
www.parentchampions.org.uk

Help and 
Events

Events for Parents and Carers
Dyslexia Awareness 
Week
This year’s Annual 
Dyslexia Awareness week 
will be happening from 
the 3rd until the 9th of 
November. The event is a 
great opportunity to raise 
awareness of dyslexia as 
well as those who support 
it, and to highlight the 
fantastic achievements 
made by people with 
dyslexia. 

The theme this year is 
‘Dyslexia Matters’ and 
will be raising awareness 
of creating a dyslexia 
friendly environment both 
in schools and within 

the workplace as well 
as offering support and 
encouragement to anyone 
with dyslexia.

The event last year was a 
great success, capturing 
the attention of thousands 
of people through 
organised events as well 
as online conversations. 
We are hopeful that this 
year’s event will be even 
bigger engaging more 
people and getting the 
country talking about 
dyslexia. 

We are looking forward to 
this year’s event and will 
be updating our website 
with information on events 

being organised by our 
partner organisations as 
soon as they have been 
announced. Below is a 
summary of what the BDA 
has planned for the week. 
The Trust would love to 
hear about any events 
that you are organising or 
taking part in, please post 
to our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.
com/ParentChampionsUK  
or tweet us @dyslexiaspld 
on Twitter.
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Help and 
Events

Events for Parents and Carers
BDA Events 

Dyslexia Awareness 
Week Competition
The BDA invites 
entries for their annual 
Dyslexia Awareness 
Week competition This 
competition is only open 
to individuals with dyslexia 
There are three categories 
this year:

1. Artists (including 
photography and graphic 
design): Age Categories: 
5-11 years, 12-17 years, 
and 18+

2. Inventors: Age 
Categories: 5-11 years, 
12-17 years, and 18+

3. Writers (including 
fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry): Age Categories: 
5-11 years, 12-17 years, 
and 18+

Please send entries to:

DAW Competition, BDA, 
Unit 8, Bracknell Beeches, 
Old Bracknell Lane,

Bracknell, RG12 7BW.

Email: media@bdadyslexia.
org.uk (Subject: DAW 
Competition).

November 3
Monday sees the launch of 
Dyslexia Awareness Week 
2014 and introduction of 
our “Dyslexia Matters....” 
video campaign. The 
campaign will see people 
record a one-minute or 
less video that asks them 
to start with “Dyslexia 
Matters to me because…” 
and talk about what 
dyslexia means to them. 
The campaign is open 
to everyone whether 
they are a person with 
dyslexia, a teacher or an 
employer. The videos will 
be uploaded to the B.D.A. 
YouTube channel for others 
to see as well as promoted 
across social media.

November 4
Tuesday will see the 
B.D.A. teaming up with 
the Dyslexia Association 
of London and hosting a 
free entrepreneur’s event 
at a venue on Oxford 
Street, London. The 
event includes talks by 
Good Story – a mentoring 
charity that helps young 
entrepreneurs turn their 
ideas into a reality, as well 
as people with dyslexia 

who have started their own 
businesses. The event is 
open to the public and 
people are able to drop in 
to listen to talks, network 
with those in attendance or 
get more information about 
B.D.A. services such as 
workplace assessments, 
Organisational 
Membership and how 
to become a dyslexia 
friendly employer. A video 
booth will be available 
allowing visitors to record 
videos as part of the 
“Dyslexia Matters…” video 
campaign.

November 5
On Thursday afternoon, 
the B.D.A. is back at 
Oxford Street where we 
will be holding an arts and 
literacy session featuring 
artists, poets and singer/
songwriters with dyslexia. 
The session is free and 
open to the public. In the 
evening, there will be an 
exhibition at the venue 
that showcases the entries 
have received for the 
D.A.W. competition. The 
exhibition starts at 6.30pm. 
The “Dyslexia Matters…” 
video booth will also be 
available.
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Help and 
Events

Events for Parents and Carers
November 6 
Wednesday evening sees 
the Bloomsbury Institute 
hosting the B.D.A. with an 
author’s evening featuring 
Sally Gardener – author 
of Maggot Moon and Tom 
McLaughlin – author of 
The Diabolical Mr Tiddles. 
The evening will start at 
7pm with readings from 
both authors followed 
by a question and 
answer session. Schools 
are invited to send in 
questions to the B.D.A. 
prior to this event and a 
selection will be put to the 
authors. The evening will 
be turned into a podcast 
that will be available after 
the event. Tickets will be 
available for purchase from 
the Bloomsbury Institute. 
The “Dyslexia Matters…” 
video booth will also be 
available. 

November 7 
The BDA will be hosting a 
live social media chat on 
the Friday in conjunction 
with our Helpline where 
you can ask questions 
relating to dyslexia. During 
this session their National 
Helpline Manager, who 

represents the B.D.A at 
government policy level 
and has been involved 
in everything from 
apprenticeships to the use 
of assistive technology 
in SATs will answer your 
questions. 

Other Events

Tuesday 4th 
November 2014 
9:30am - 1:00pm

Education Lawyers at 
Langley Wellington LLP 
Solicitors are holding a 
FREE Conference for 
Parents of Children and 
Young Adults with Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) 

Conference Overview:

• Learn about changes to 
SEN Law 

• Speak to experts on 
SEN Law 

• Put questions to a 
panel of speakers 

• Share your experiences 
with other parents 

Tea and coffee on arrival 
and mid morning 

Quakers Friends House, 
173 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2BJ 

Places are limited. Book 
your FREE place by 
calling: 01452 555166 or 
by emailing education@
langleywellington.co.uk. 

When booking please 
make Langley Wellington 
aware of any disabilities. 
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your 
feedback

Join Parent Champions 
on Facebook and Twitter 
Social networking gives Parent Champions a fantastic 
way of networking, sharing ideas, giving and receiving 
support.  It’s a great way of getting in touch with other 
Parent Champions in your area and to link up with 
others from across the country. Join in and tweet us                    
@ParentChamps or join us on Facebook

New e-newsletter
As you can see, we have revised our newsletter 
and are now distributing it online. We hope you 
find the live links useful. If you prefer to read 
a hardcopy, a printable version is available to 
download from the website. 

We’d love to know your feedback on whether 
this is working for you. You can email us at 
social@parentchampions.org.uk

The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust 
info@thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk 
www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk 
01344 381 564

Parent Champions 
www.parentchampions.org.uk 
020 7921 4530

British Dyslexia Association 
helpline@bdadyslexia.org.uk 
www.bdadyslexia.org.uk 
08452 519 002 

Helen Arkell Dyslexia Centre 
enquiries@arkellcentre.org.uk 
www.arkellcentre.org.uk 
01252 792400 

Springboard for Children 
info@springboard.org.uk 
www.springboard.org.uk 
020 7921 4550 

Patoss 
www.patoss-dyslexia.org 
01386 712 650 

Dyslexia Action 
info@dyslexiaaction.org.uk 
www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk 
01784 222300

Xtraordinary People  
info@xtraordinarypeople.com 
www.xtraordinarypeople.com 
0844 561 7977

Driver Youth Trust 
info@driveryouthtrust.com 
www.driveryouthtrust.com 
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